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of the smaller Vents they pile up broken Potsherds,
about which a Crust of Sal Armoniac1 gathers in a
short time, in this part of the Solfatara the heat is
very sensible to one's hand upon touching the earth;
the other end of it seems in comparison to have but
little of these warm springs & minerals; plants grow
there pretty thick: here they have built up Sheds
under which they make Alum, the Rain-water that
falls hereabouts, naturally stagnates in the middle of
the plain, which is the lowest part of it, from whence
being impregnated with earth, they bring it hither, &
digest it in proper receivers, where the Alum forms
itself into a thin ice-like Crust on the surface, & sides
of the Vessels. Petronins gives a good Description
of this wonderful Spot in his fragment of a Poem: it
was called Forum Vulcanium. the Capucins have a
small convent a little above it; no very secure Situa-
tion. Pozzuoli is about a mile distant from hence;
the country of extreme beauty and fertility with
openings every now & then among the hills, that
discover that part of the Bay between the little
promontory on which this town is situated, & M:
Pausilypo; with the little Isle of Nisida, that lies just
before the point of it; it is a high rock (but cul-
tivated) & with a Castle on it's most elevated part,

1 Gray might find a precedent in Chaucer for this spelling,
wMeh probably rests on some false derivation. See Skeat's
Etym. Diet., s.v. Ammonia.s hollow, over severalMile at least, & the whole country about the lakerds and a piping bullfinch
